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CSHH Statement on Glen Cove Waterfront Development
On December 8, the Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor released a statement reiterating its position
on the Glen Cove waterfront development plan and supporting efforts to obtain a supplemental
review for the amended waterfront development plan that the City of Glen Cove approved on
October 6, 2015.
CSHH has been on record expressing opposition to the density of the development plan, citing
potential adverse environmental impacts as well as the dramatic effect it would have in changing the
character of Glen Cove and surrounding communities. See Special Reports here:
http://coalitiontosavehempsteadharbor.org/special-reports/.
The amended development plan eliminates the 250-unit hotel proposed for the west end of the site
and instead adds 250 more residential units, changes the massing of the buildings, adds parking
spaces, and amends the subdivision, among other changes. CSHH’s position is that the City of
Glen Cove should have taken a closer look at the impacts created by the amended plan and not
fallen back on arguments that all issues were addressed in the Final Environmental Impact
Statement approved in 2011. For that reason, CSHH is working with the newly formed citizens
group—the “Committee for a Sustainable Waterfront”—to provide a historical context for the
waterfront cleanup, development plans, and environmental review.
.“
CSHH
has also signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Committee for a Sustainable
Waterfront to work with the group to advance the mutual goals of both parties to ensure the
public’s interest is represented in the RXR Glen Cove waterfront development project and to
facilitate fund-raising to cover expenses specifically related to advancing further legal review of the
project. Read the entire statement here: http://coalitiontosavehempsteadharbor.org/wpcontent/uploads/CSHH-Statement-re-Waterfront-Development-Plan.pdf .

Hempstead Harbor Water-Monitoring Program Awarded
Long Island Sound Futures Fund Grant
On November 12, 2015, a ceremony at Audubon Connecticut in Stratford was held to announce the
22 recipients of the Long Island Sound Futures Fund grants. A total of $1.3 million was awarded to
community-based projects to improve the health and ecosystem of Long Island Sound. The grants
will help support 13 New York projects and 9 Connecticut projects. The 2015 Hempstead Harbor
water-monitoring program received a $45,000 award. The monitoring program is coordinated and
conducted by the Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor, which works in partnership with the
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Eric Swenson (HHPC Executive Director), Karen Papasergiou
(CSHH President), and Tom Powell (HHPC Chairperson) at Long
Island Sound Futures Fund Awards Ceremony (photo by Carol
DiPaolo, 11-12-15)

Hempstead Harbor Protection Committee (an
organization of municipalities that have
jurisdiction over Hempstead Harbor).
Long Island Sound is an estuary (a partially
enclosed body of water where salt water from the
ocean mixes with fresh water from rivers and
streams) that provides a value of $9.4 billion per
year to the local economy. More than 23 million
people live within 50 miles of the sound, and the
sound provides habitat for numerous species of
fish and wildlife, including more than 120 species
of finfish and dozens of species of migratory birds. Hempstead Harbor is part of the Long Island
Sound estuary, so whatever we do to improve water quality in Hempstead Harbor helps to improve
conditions in Long Island Sound. For more information, see
http://longislandsoundstudy.net/about/about-the-study/.

2015 Water Monitoring--Year of the Whale!
Our “regular” water-monitoring season closed on November 4, and the third “winter” monitoring
season began. The regular season extends generally from May to November and includes on-board
testing for a number of parameters at 20 testing stations and water-sample collection for bacteria
analysis. The stations stretch from the head of the harbor near the Roslyn viaduct to the harbor’s
mouth bordering Long Island Sound. See the 2014 Hempstead Harbor Water-Monitoring Report
(http://coalitiontosavehempsteadharbor.org/wp-content/uploads/2014-Hempstead-Harbor-WaterMonitoring-Report.pdf) for station locations and testing parameters. The winter season consists of
collecting water samples from two outfalls that drain from Scudder’s Pond and from the Powerhouse
Drain at the bottom of Glenwood Road. That work will continue through April 2016. The annual
report will be completed to analyze the data and make comparisons with previous years’ results.
In 2015, we added two new monitoring stations to fill out the information we had been collecting for
the outer harbor in the area that has been recertified for shellfish harvesting. We also collected water
samples from the restricted area just outside of the Crescent Beach shoreline.
Preliminary testing results for this past season show that outer-harbor and midharbor stations
generally had very low bacteria levels. Even the area within the restricted portion of the harbor off
the shoreline of Crescent Beach were within health department standards for bacteria most of the
time. The outfalls draining Scudder’s Pond show a downward trend in bacteria levels following the
restoration of the pond. The Powerhouse Drain failed bacteria standards most of the time. The picture
changes following rain events (fewer this past summer); all stations near shoreline outfalls showed
elevated bacteria levels after rainfall. Rain events caused elevated levels of bacteria outside of
Crescent Beach and from Scudder’s Pond as well.
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CSHH monitoring station #17A—restricted area off shore of Crescent Beach (l) and close-up of stream that runs from the area upland
of Crescent Beach down to the shore (r) (photo by Carol DiPaolo, 10-29-15)

Bacteria and other pollutants can enter Hempstead Harbor from two major sources
that homeowners can address: failing septic systems and storm water runoff. Residents whose
homes are not connected to sewers should have their systems inspected and regularly maintained by
pumping the systems (about every three to five years) before they fail. Also, always pick up after
your pets, don’t over-fertilize or over-water lawns, and never pour chemicals into streets and storm
drains. Remember that anything that gets washed down the street in a storm ends up in the harbor.
A WILD SEASON FOR WILDLIFE!
For many bays around the Long Island Sound, 2015 will be remembered as the year of the whales!
The season started with three beluga whales visiting Long Island Sound and north shore bays. We
reported in our June 18, 2015, Harbor News (http://coalitiontosavehempsteadharbor.org/wpcontent/uploads/HarborNews-2015-June-18.pdf) that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) had been tracking the whales that had traveled from the Arctic to the St.
Lawrence estuary south and into Long Island Sound.
In August, the bunker (Atlantic menhaden) schools were building throughout Hempstead Harbor
and remained throughout the season in enormous numbers. They were visible at the surface across
large stretches of the harbor, and closer to shore large numbers of baitfish, including peanut
(juvenile) bunker were also visible.
As part of the striped bass survey conducted by NY Department of Conservation, marine biologist
Jesse Hornstein reported that in his team’s September 15 seine catch there were 203,235
juvenile bunker, 7,497 silversides, and 1,028 scup among the 12 species of finfish
represented! The availability of the smaller fish evidently caught the attention of a large pod of
bottlenose dolphins that had been seen off of Sands Point on August 9; about two dozen dolphins
were reported seen near the Glen Cove breakwater and Morgan Beach on August 17; on August 18,
we received reports that dolphins had been seen in the outer harbor.
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In early September, we started receiving reports of humpback whales off of Milford, Connecticut,
and within the week, they were spotted off of Execution Rock and then in Hempstead Harbor (on
September 18). While doing our water-monitoring survey on September 25, we were amazed to
suddenly see two humpback whales break the surface by the large Gladksy crane off of Bar Beach.
They stayed in the area through early evening, and one of the whales was reported to have become
entangled in the boom off of the fuel terminal near the site of the old powerhouse building but
fortunately was eventually able to free itself. On September 28, the whales were reported to be back
in Hempstead Harbor, with additional sightings on October 5 and 6. And just when we thought we
had heard our last reports of humpback whales for the season, one humpback decided to visit
Hempstead Harbor on December 7 and 9!

Two humpback whales visit Hempstead Harbor: one near Gladsky’s crane (l) and one near the swimming boom at Bar Beach with
bunker in the foreground (photo by Carol DiPaolo, 9-25-15)

Mild temperatures through early December kept the bunker schools in Glen Cove Creek all the way
to the head of the creek. Schools of predatory fish (bluefish and striped bass) in the harbor were
thought to also have had an effect on keeping the bunker in the creek (many of the bunker could be
seen at the surface by Brewer’s Marina and near the dock below the Boca restaurant with bite marks
as evidence of larger fish chasing them). Bunker are
filter feeders, and it is thought that their “finning”
behavior at the surface is what they do to help them
take in nutrients from the water. When they are
chased into shallow water by predators, they can use
up all of the oxygen in the area and die. A bunker kill
was reported on November 30, but during a visit to
the area at about 10:30 am, nothing alarming was
noted. The same thick school of bunker was present
throughout the creek, although gulls in the area were
feasting on fish that they had pulled up on nearby
docks.
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On the morning of November 30, a fish kill was reported to have taken place in Glen Cove Creek, but the photos above taken at 10:3011:00 am show only a few dead fish on a dock that gulls had been feasting on (photos by Carol DiPaolo, 11-30-15)

Beach-Cleanup
On September 26, CSHH coordinated a beach cleanup at Tappen Beach as part of the Annual
International Coastal Cleanup sponsored by the Ocean Conservancy in cooperation with the
American Littoral Society. Thanks to beach captain Barbara Karyo, our veteran and new volunteers,
and leaders and members of Girl Scout Troop 21, Boy Scout Troop 43, the Glen Cove Boys and Girls
Club, and North Shore Key Club, we were able to scour the span of Tappen Beach and a portion of
the area beyond the Tappen Beach Pool. Forty-two adults and 28 children and teens collected 202
pounds of litter. Topping the list of items collected and recorded were cigarette butts—1,690. Other
items at the top of the list were food wrappers, glass pieces, straws/stirrers, and bottle caps.

Our volunteers made the 2015 beach clean-up at Tappen Beach a great success as part of the International Coastal Cleanup
(photo by Carol DiPaolo, 9-26-15)
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Update on Legislation Banning Microbeads
Last April, CSHH joined other members of the NYS Microbeads Coalition in a campaign to get state
legislators to pass legislation banning microbeads in personal-care products. Microbeads, the tiny
plastic beads used as abrasives in a wide variety of products are showing up in surface waters from
the Great Lakes to Long Island Sound. They are washed down drains and pass through wastewatertreatment plants into our waterways. The beads soak up pollutants and are mistaken as food by
marine life. They are passed up the food chain to larger fish, wildlife, and ultimately humans. See
results of a study released by the NY State Attorney General’s Office at
http://www.ag.ny.gov/pdfs/2015_Microbeads_Report_FINAL.pdf .
The New York State Assembly passed a bill to ban microbeads, but the Senate failed to do the same.
In the absence of state legislation in New York State to protect local waterways from further pollution
by microbeads, the push now has been to get local municipalities to do what the state was unable to
accomplish. The map below shows which counties considered, introduced, or passed microbead bans
as of November 11, 2015. Suffolk County has passed legislation, but Nassau County has not. We have
encouraged Legislator Delia DeRiggi-Whitton to introduce legislation to ban microbeads in Nassau
County. Please contact her office to express your support for a microbeads ban in Nassau County:
516-571-6211 or DDeriggiWhitton@NassauCountyNY.gov.
The ban on microbeads is gaining broader momentum. Just last week, a microbeads ban was signed
into law in Albany County. Several states have considered or passed microbeads bans, and on
December 7, the US House of Representatives passed HR 1321, a federal microbeads bill that will be
taken up by the Senate.

Source: Environmental Advocates of New York
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Climate Change—New Developments Globally and Locally
On December 12, 2015, delegates from around the world who met for a climate conference in Le
Bourget, France, struck what is considered a landmark agreement to lower carbon emissions. The
focus of the agreement is to ensure that global warming will remain below 3.6°F but to devise
strategies to limit temperature rise to 2.7°F. One hundred and ninety-five nations agreed to set
national emissions targets. Although there are no penalties for countries that miss their targets, it has
taken nine years of negotiating to get this far. See the article “Nations Approve Landmark Climate
Deal” at http://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/13/world/europe/climate-change-accordparis.html?_r=0 .
Closer to home, in 2014, New York lawmakers passed the Community Risk and Resiliency Act,
requiring that communities in all 62 of the state’s counties design projects to handle the impacts of
climate change such as rising sea levels, heavy flooding, and more intense storm surges. The
legislation affects infrastructure, such as bridges and wastewater management systems.
NYS DEC has proposed 6 NYCRR Part 490, Projected Sea-Level Rise, which would adopt sciencebased projections of sea-level rise for three state regions over several time intervals. For example, the
projections for sea-level rise for the Long Island region for the 2020s time interval range from a low of
2 inches to a high of 10 inches. The projections would be used by the DEC, other state agencies, and
applicants that must consider permits and approvals related to projects covered by the Community
Risk and Resiliency Act.
See http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/102559.html for information on New York’s climate-change law
and http://www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/103877.html for information on the proposed sea-level-rise
provisions.

New Blueprint for Restoring Long Island Sound
From the early days of the “Listen to the Sound” campaign to restore Long Island Sound, CSHH has
been involved in planning meetings and has been a long-standing member of the Long Island Sound
Study’s Citizens Advisory Committee. We have also been involved in the meetings regarding the
update to the Long Island Sound management plan, which was first released in 1994. Updating the
Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) has been a bistate, multiagency effort
involving a collaborative process that included federal, state, and local governments, university
scientists, and interested representatives of business, and environmental and community groups and
was released October 22, 2015.
The updated CCMP incorporates scientific and technological advances and addresses new
environmental challenges, while emphasizing sustainability, climate-change resilience, and
environmental justice. The plan will also focus on how to meet these challenges in the context of
continued land-use and development pressures.
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The new CCMP includes 20 targets for
Long Island Sound, to be achieved by
2035. These include:
•
•

•
•

•
•

•

Reducing beach closures due to
sewage by 50%.
Reducing areas of water with
unhealthy oxygen levels by
about 28%.
Improving water clarity to
support eelgrass.
Increasing the area of natural
vegetation within 300 feet of all
streams and lakes in New York
and Connecticut to 75%.
Restoring 3,000 acres of coastal
habitat by 2035.
Conserving an additional 4,000
acres of open space in
Connecticut and 3,000 acres in
New York.
Reducing the five-year average
of marine debris collected from the sound by more than 300 pounds per mile surveyed.

Since the Long Island Sound Study partnership first released a CCMP in 1994, implementation of that
plan over the past 20 years has resulted in:
•

•

•
•
•

A reduction of 40 million fewer pounds annually of nitrogen discharged from wastewater
treatment facilities to Long Island Sound. In summer 2015, the area of the Sound affected by
unhealthy levels of dissolved oxygen was the second smallest recorded in 28 years.
A reduction of more than a million gallons of recreational boat sewage each year by the “No
Discharge Zone” for vessel waste in Long Island Sound, which was established by
Connecticut and New York.
An increase of 29% of the area of eelgrass beds, an important habitat for fish and shellfish,
between 2002 and 2012.
Restoration of 1,650 acres of habitat, and the reopening of 317 miles of river and stream
corridors to fish passage since 1998.
Protection of 2,675 acres of open space and coastal habitat by Long Island Sound Study
partners through easements and land acquisitions since 2006.

For more information on the updated Long Island Sound Study CCMP, see
http://www.longislandsoundstudy.net/CCMPinfo .
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W E’RE APPROACHING 30!
That's how many years have passed since the Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor was formed in 1986! A lot
has changed, and a lot of the changes that have helped to improve conditions around Hempstead Harbor can
be attributed to the hard work and support of longstanding CSHH members.
CSHH continues as an important voice in the community, still striving to protect our local environment.
Operational expenses continue as well, and these can be met only by the generosity of community members.
Please become a CSHH member or renew your membership with a contribution of $25 or more. Your support
and tax-deductible gift allow us to continue the work started nearly 30 years ago to monitor and address
environmental issues that affect Hempstead Harbor and its surrounding communities.
Go to www.coalitiontosavehempsteadharbor.org for more information and click on the “donate” button to
make your tax-deductible contribution through PayPal. Or you can send a check made payable to the Coalition
to Save Hempstead Harbor, P.O. Box 159, Sea Cliff, NY 11579.
If you can offer special services or technical assistance, please call 801-6792. Encourage friends to get on our email list by writing to cshh@optonline.net. Please let us know that you value CSHH’s work over the last 30
years by making your tax-deductible contribution now.
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