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July 14, 2017

HARBOR NEWS
P.O. Box 159

•

Sea Cliff, N Y 11579

•

516.801.6792

•

On the Move…
CSHH has a new office space at 267 Sea Cliff Avenue, Suite 7. Drop in and say “hello” to our new
office administrator and event planner, Elaine Neice. Elaine will be in the office Tuesdays through
Thursdays, 9:30 am-noon. You can call ahead at 516-801-6792 if you would like specific information
about upcoming CSHH events and activities.
Elaine is a lifetime resident of Sea Cliff who values Hempstead Harbor and understands the
importance of engaging community residents in efforts to protect this incredible resource. She also
has a talent for finding fun ways to rally support for CSHH and helped ensure that the Crawl for a
Cause in February and the beer tasting at Garvies Point Brewery in April were great events for all
who participated.

Coming soon…
•

.“

•

Ka yak Cleanup--Saturday, July 15, 8:30AM-noon; cosponsored by
Shore Thing Rentals. Help clean up areas that are difficult to reach
during beach cleanups—register here
http://coalitiontosavehempsteadharbor.org/kayak-clean-up/ 	
  
International Coastal Clea nup--Saturday, September 16, 9-11:30AM.
Help us clean up local beaches while participating in a worldwide event.
CSHH has coordinated this event for Hempstead Harbor since 1992.	
  

Rain and Runoff
This past spring, heavy rainfalls caused local flooding in certain areas and caused increased runoff
into local water ways. The runoff from streets and residential properties can increase the amount of
contaminants that flow into Hempstead Harbor. Nitrogen from over-fertilization of lawns and
gardens and pet waste that is left on streets and sidewalks can enter the harbor through storm drains.
This can cause increased and prolonged algal blooms (which can deplete oxygen for marine life) as
well as elevated levels of bacteria (which can result in beach and shellfish-bed closures). Home
owners can play an important role in reducing the impact of runoff by reducing the usage of
fertilizer, picking up after pets, and never dumping anything into storm drains.
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Discharges from Outfalls
On May 17, following a rainfall of about 2 inches that occurred a few days before, most of the outfall
pipes that were visible along the bulkheads in Glen Cove Creek had heavy flows. The large outfall on
the north side of the creek was discharging brown, muddy water. Calls were made to the City of Glen
Cove, Nassau County Department of Health, and New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (DEC). Although the rainfall contributed to the heavy flow, matters had been made

Muddy discharge from north bulkhead in Glen Cove Creek (l) and dye testing (r)
(photos by Carol DiPaolo, 5/17/17 and 6/7/17, respectively)

worse by new drains that had been installed on the property above the outfall. The brown flow
continued the next day, although it was less intense. On June 7, the DEC dye-tested the area and
confirmed that the problem was the French drains on Parcel B of the LiTungsten site that had been
installed as part of development activities. A stop-discharge order was issued, and the drains were
removed. DEC tested samples of water that discharged into the creek for contaminants and required
that a “dewatering plan” be completed and approved. Testing results and the plan (once completed)
will be released to the public.
On May 31, CSHH reported a white discharge observed from an outfall on the south side of the creek,
which had been investigated previously. CSHH was on hand on June 20 to help DEC staff dye-test
storm drains near the outfall, but the source of the discharge could not be identified. A plan is being
developed to continue testing of other area storm drains.

Help Protect Our Waters
CSHH partnered with other local organizations in the I Love Long
Island public-awareness campaign to reduce pesticide use and highnitrogen fertilizers in order to protect ground water and surface
waters. See http://www.ilovelongisland.org/about.html and visit the
CSHH office to pick up materials, including a yard sign that you can
plant in your lawn or garden to help spread the word about the
importance of reducing pesticides and fertilizers and using only
fertilizer products that have less than 10% nitrogen by weight.
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The Town of North Hempstead created a public-awareness campaign to prevent dumping into storm
drains. “Only Rain in the Drain” has been stenciled on storm drains throughout the town using a
water-sensitive paint. The large warning becomes visible only when it rains. CSHH was invited along
with other groups to participate in the press event launching the campaign. See
https://youtu.be/ZZ_jt1_BBKo. The “don’t dump” message extends to anything that is poured or
left on sidewalks or roadways that can end up in storm drains that lead directly to the harbor.
Marine debris and its impact on local beaches and water bodies is another problem being highlighted
this summer. The #DontTrashLISound is a public-education campaign that the Long Island Sound
Study will begin this month. The campaign will focus on improperly
disposed of trash that ends up on local beaches and in coastal waters and
that can harm marine wildlife and degrade water quality. Learn about
what you can do to prevent this from happening; check out
www.longislandsoundstudy.net. Beach cleanups are one way to help. But
anytime you go to the beach, be sure to take back everything you brought
with you and dispose of trash only in trash containers. Boaters and
anglers should do the same and be sure to dispose of fishing line and
other gear properly. (CSHH is a longstanding member of the Long Island
Sound Study’s Citizens Advisory Committee.)
Cormorant with fishing line attached
(photo by Carol DiPaolo, 7/5/17)

Hempstead Harbor WaterMonitoring Programs
CSHH is coordinating the 2017 weekly water-monitoring
program for Hempstead Harbor, which was initiated in
1992. CSHH works in partnership with the Hempstead
Harbor Protection Committee (HHPC) on this core
monitoring program. (The HHPC is the organization of
municipalities that have jurisdiction over Hempstead
Harbor.) Thanks to funding by the HHPC and a generous
grant by the Nassau Soil and Water Conservation District,
this year’s monitoring program, which includes 21
sampling locations around the harbor, remains intact and
will be conducted through October.

Osprey chicks in nest in lower harbor
(photo by Carol DiPaolo, 5/31/17

The data collected though this program help direct conservation efforts around Hempstead Harbor as
well as Long Island Sound more generally. The program includes testing for levels of dissolved
oxygen, pH, salinity, temperature, and other water-quality indicators. Water samples are also
collected throughout the harbor that are then tested for bacteria levels by the Nassau County
Department of Health. In addition, we record fish and wildlife observations around the harbor.
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Join Our Group of Fish and Wildlife Reporters 	
  
We have a loyal group of reporters for local observations and would like to expand this effort, so
please e-mail us at info@coalitiontosavehempsteadharbor.org if you would like to help. Through our
reporters, we get the latest information on whale, dolphin, and seal sightings, the presence of bald
eagles, new osprey nests, as well as large schools of bunker, bluefish, striped bass, and other marine
life and wildlife visiting or residing in Hempstead Harbor.
One of our regular fishing reporters was surprised by a large catch while out night-fishing in the
outer harbor. It was one of the largest sand sharks he has seen in this area. We have been surprised
by other visitors to the harbor this year as well.

Bald eagles perched in Roslyn Harbor (photo by Isaac Schlessinger, 2/20/17) and a juvenile bald eagle seen also in Roslyn Harbor
(photo by Sanjay Jain, 4/5/17). Sebastian Li reported seeing a bald eagle flying over the shore near Bay Avenue, Sea Cliff. Reports
of bald eagles sighted in the area were first received about three years ago and have increased in frequency.

Paul Boehm caught a large sand shark (l) in the outer harbor (6/8/17), which he released right after the
photo session. On one of our weekly sample trips, we spotted three black skimmers (r) off the tip of the sand spit south of
Bar Beach—an unusual sighting for this area (photo by Carol DiPaolo, 6/7/17).
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CSHH Participates in Unified Water Study for Long Island Sound
The Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor is also conducting a new monitoring program for
Hempstead Harbor that is part of the Long Island Sound Unified Water Study. CSHH participated in
a pilot program for the study last summer, but the study was officially launched this season with 12
groups participating in 24 locations around Long Island Sound, from Queens, NY, to Stonington, CT.
The program requires that all sampling sites be tested 6-9AM, twice a month from May through
October. All groups are using the same testing methodologies and parameters, including measuring
dissolved oxygen, chlorophyll a, temperature, salinity, and water clarity. CSHH tests at five sites in
Hempstead Harbor as part of this program, the goal of which is to standardize testing in the bays
around Long Island Sound so that information can more easily be shared and compared for purposes
of a Long Island Sound Report Card. The Unified Water Study is funded by the Long Island Funders
Collaborative and managed by Save the Sound.
Water-Monitoring Team
Carol DiPaolo has been coordinating the water-monitoring program since the early 1990s, but there
have always been dedicated volunteers offering their time, boats, or other resources to take the crew
out on the water and help with water testing, reporting observations, data entry, and all other aspects
of the program. We are so grateful to all of our volunteers. Mark Ring is one of the dedicated
volunteers who has been part of the monitoring program for about 12 years and has volunteered in
other capacities for much longer than that. Michelle Lapinel started as a volunteer for the monitoring
program last year and is now on staff as an
assistant monitor. Over the years, we have also
received assistance from the municipalities to
ferry the crew out to sampling stations. The
Town of Oyster Bay has provided a boat and
staff for the program since 1998, and last year the
City of Glen Cove and the Town of North
Hempstead assisted with this task. This year,
boats and boat operators for core-program
monitoring are being provided by the Town of
Oyster Bay and the Town of North Hempstead.
These services by municipal members of the
HHPC provide critical support for the
monitoring program.
At left, Erik Paterson (Public Safety, Town of North Hempstead)
with Michelle Lapinel and Mark Ring (photo by Carol DiPaolo, 5/31/17)

Ferry Service Start-Up
We have just ended the first week of the MTA’s complicated rescheduling of trains and alternative
transportation options to and from Manhattan to accommodate repairs to rail lines. Temporary ferry
service from Glen Cove to the 34th Street ferry station and Wall Street is included in the MTA’s plan
5
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to alleviate anticipated congestion at heavily used train stations and on roadways. It seems
commuters completed the first week of the “summer from hell” without major disruptions. The two
ferries that make two early morning trips from Glen Cove to Manhattan and two trips back to Glen
Cove in late afternoon also seemed to have operated as planned.
On June 16, CSHH had expressed concerns to the DEC's Division of Environmental Remediation that
the MTA’s accelerated plans for ferry service at Glen Cove might jeopardize required state oversight
of construction or other activities with respect to the ferry terminal building and planned temporary
parking lots. On July 6, CSHH was informed by the DEC subsoil depressurization system that was
installed at the Garvies Point ferry terminal building was tested and certified before ferry

The Patriot II docked at the Glen Cove ferry terminal (photo by Carol DiPaolo, 7/12/17)

service began to ensure that no contaminants migrate through the soil (through soil vapor intrusion)
and affect indoor air quality of the ferry terminal building. We were also told that temporary parking
lots adjacent to the ferry terminal were being prepared under the oversight of the DEC’s Division of
Environmental Remediation. Further questions related to the Garvies Point site can be addressed to
Heidi Dudek, Project Manager, NYSDEC, Heidi.dudek@dec.ny.gov.

31 Years and Still Counting!
That's how many years have passed since the Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor was formed! A lot
has changed, and a lot of the changes that have helped to improve conditions around Hempstead
Harbor can be attributed to the hard work and support of longstanding CSHH members.
CSHH continues as an important voice in the community, still striving to protect our local
environment. Operational expenses continue as well, and these can be met only by the generosity of
community members.

We need your help! Please consider making a donation, payable to the Coalition to Save Hempstead
Harbor, P.O. Box 159, Sea Cliff, NY 11579. If you can offer special services or technical assistance,
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please call 516-801-6792. Also, please encourage friends to get our updates—just e-mail us at
cshh@optonline.net.
There Is Another Way You Can Help….B.Y.O.B.
You can also support CSHH by supporting Rising Tide Market’s B.Y.O.B. initiative. On April 22,
2017, in honor of Earth Day, Rising Tide Market began charging customers $0.10 for each paper bag
used and donating the proceeds to a different local charity each month. The goal of the program is to
not only halve the number of bags the market uses each year (101,000 in 2016),
but also to support organizations that are serving the community. The
initiative has been a huge success, providing $600 for the INN (Interfaith
Nutrition Network) and more than $450 for the Cove Animal Rescue.
RISING TIDE HAS SELECTED THE COALITION TO SAVE
HEMPSTEAD HARBOR AS THE CHARITY OF THE MONTH FOR
AUGUST. Please help Rising Tide reach the goal of reducing paper bag use
and support CSHH at the same time.
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